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English

Grammar

The Past Perfect Continuous Tense
(predminuly ¢as prubéhovy)



How and when to use the
past perfect continuous tense

(jak a kdy pouZivat pfedminuly ¢as prubehovy)

Déje, které probihaly urcéitou dobu v minulosti pred jinym
dejem v minulosti

« She finished it on Friday. She had been working on it
for three days.

* | had been waiting here just a few minutes than Jack

came in.




How to create the past
perfect continuous tense

(jak tvofime predminuly cas priibéhovy)

Kladna véta oznamovaci (positive sentence)

Podmeét + had + been + ing tvar slovesa + zbytek

| had been speaking to Joe before the bus arrived to the station.

They had been living in London before | left for America last year.




Otazka (question)

Had + podmét + been + ing. tvar slovesa + zbytek

- Had you been reading before my last call yesterdaye
* Yes, | had.

« Had she been walking with her boyfriend before you met
her on Sunday?

e No, she hadn't.




Zapor (negative)

podmét + had not been + ing. tvar slovesa + zbytek

We hadn't been waiting more than 5 minutes than we were
served a meal.

She had not been sleeping well because she had to pass an exam
yesterday.

Tom had not been teaching English before he graduated from
the university in 2010.




Fill in the correct form of a verb

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)
6)

Practice 1

(cviceni)

After they (climb) for 5 hours, the mountaineers
reached the top of Ben Nevis.

We (walk) for only a short time when he joined
us.

_____you (play) the piano before you met your
wife?e

____they (work) hard before the manager entered
the officee

| first met John when he (go out) with his dog.

When | met Mary she (drive) her car.




Practice 2

(cviceni)
Complete the chart (dopln tabulku)

Pomocné Pomocné Vyznam.

e sloveso sloveso  sloveso ZOoVE
+ I been working.
+ You had playing
- It not been working  well.
- had expecting her.
? you been drinking?

? Had long?



Check your answers

(kli¢ ke cvicenim)

Practice 1

Had been climbing, had been walking, had you been playing,
had you been working, hadn'‘t been going out, hadn‘t been
driving.

Practice 2

Had, been tennis, had, we not been, had been, you been
working.
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Summary

USE 1 Duration Before Something in the Past

We use the Past Perfect Contfinuous o show that something started in the
past and continued up until another time in the past. "For five minufes” and
"for two weeks'" are both durations which can be used with the Past Perfect

Continuous.
| —

Past Present Future

Examples: They had been talking for over an hour before Tony arrived.

USE 2 Cause of Something in the Past

Using the Past Perfect Confinuous before another action in the past is a good
way to show cause and effect.
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Past Present Future

Examples: 1) Jason was tired because he had been jogging.(dopad)
2) Sam gained weight because he had been overeating.(pricina)
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