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English 
Grammar 

The Past simple tense 

(minulý čas prostý) 



How and when to use the 
past simple tense 

(jak a kdy používat minulý čas prostý) 

Ukončený děj v minulosti 

• I finished my homework yesterday. 

• We didn‘t play football on Monday. 

 

Líčení sledů dějů (popis toho, co se dělo) 

• I got up, got dressed and had breakfast. 

• He finished his work and went out with his  

    girlfriend. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to create the past 
simple tense 

(jak tvoříme minulý čas prostý) 

Regular verbs ( pravidelná slovesa) 

Kladná věta oznamovací  (positive sentence) 

 
 

• I played football on Mondays.       V pondělí jsem hrál fotbal. 

• We borrowed his car.                       Půjčili jsme si jeho auto. 

• They lived  in Prague.                       Oni bydleli v Praze. 

• He listened to jazz.                            On poslouchal jazz. 

Podmět + významové sloveso + ed + zbytek 



    Otázka (question)  

 

 

• Did you like apples?             Yes, I did. / No, I didn‘t. 

     Měl jsi rád (a) jablka ?           Ano, měl / Ne, neměl. 

      

• Did we know them?             Yes, we did./ No, we didn‘t. 

     Znali jsme je ?                        Ano, znali. / Ne, Neznali. 

      

• Did they work in a bank?     Yes, they did./ No, they didn‘t. 

     Pracovali v bance?               Ano, pracovali. / Ne, nepracovali. 

Did + podmět + významové sloveso v infinitivu + zb 

 ?  



Zápor (negative ) 

      

 

     I don‘t play tennis.           Nehraju tenis. 

      

     We didn‘t learn French.   Neučili jsme se francouzsky. 

      

     They didn‘t watch TV.       Nedívali se na televizi. 

     

     You didn‘t need this car.  Nepotřeboval jsi to auto. 

podmět + did not (didn‘t) + sloveso v infinitivu + zb 



Spelling 
(změna pravopisu v min.čase) 

Bare Infinitive The past tense simple 

  study   studied 

  try   tried 

      

Bare Infinitive 
 
The past tense simple 
 

  stop   stopped 
  travel   travelled 
      

Pronunciation  of –ed: 
Po neznělých souhláskách (p, k)  t   stopped 
Po znělých souhláskách (b, g, n)   d  phoned 
Po t, d  id  arrested, needed  



! Attention- Pozor! 
 

Irregular verbs (nepravidelná slovesa) 

= do not follow the standard rules for forming the past 

tense and the past participle!!! 

 

(tvoří minulý čas a minulé příčestí nepravidelně. Jediný 

způsob, jak si zapamatovat formy minulého času 

nepravidelných sloves je naučit se je nazpaměť)                        

 

(http://www.englishpage.com/irregularverbs/irregularverbs.html) 



Examples of the irregular 
verbs 

Infinitive                past simple                Czech 
buy                                  bought                                  koupit 

cut                                   cut                                         sekat, řezat 

see                                   saw                                        vidět 

have                                had                                        mít 

tell                                    told                                        říci 

speak                               spoke                                    mluvit 

 

• I bought a new winter jacket yesterday./ Včera jsem si koupil novou zimní 
bundu. 

• He cut an onion for goulash./ Nakrájel cibuli do guláše. 

• Peter saw her brother  at disco./ Petr viděl jejího bratra na diskotéce. 

• Mary had a cake and a cup of coffee for breakfast./ Mary měla na 
snídani rohlík a šálek kávy. 

• I told them about our new dog./ Řekl jsem jim o našem novém psu. 



Expressions using in the  
past simple tense 

(časová určení, která se užívají s minulým časem prostým) 

 

• Yesterday, last month, in 1932, in winter …. 

• A week ago,  2 days ago, at weekend, before ….. 

• Often, usually, sometimes, rarely, occasionally, 

never 

 

I met John before meeting. 

He saw his mother in winter 2 years ago. 



Practice 1 
(cvičení) 

Make positive statements (vytvoř kladné věty) 

 

1) I  _________   (like) reading historical novels. 

2) You _______  (buy) a new winter jacket. 

3) He _______ (go) to school in 1980. 

4) She ______ (work) in a bank last summer. 

5) It _____ (operate) well but now it doesn‘t. 

6) We _______ (play) tennis last Monday. 

7) You _______ (have) English on Tuesday. 

8) They ______ (visit) their aunt in July. 



Practice 2 
(cvičení) 

Make questions (vytvořte otázky) 

1) ____ I ____ (need) to pay for that book? 

2) ____ you _____ (understand) German? 

3) ____ he ____ (go) to school in Brno? 

4) ____ she ____ (prefer) tea to coffee? 

5) ____ it ____ (sound) good? 

6) ____ we ____ (buy) oranges yesterday? 

7) ____ you ____ (study) hard? 

8) ____ they ____ (like) skiing? 



Practice 3 
(cvičení) 

Make negative statements (vytvořte zápor) 

1) I _________ (read) fashion magazines on holiday. 

2) You ________ (need) a car to get to Prague. 

3) He ________ (like) bananas when he was young. 

4) She ________ (mind) biology at agricultural school. 

5) It ______ (work). It was broken. 

6) We ________ (play) tennis at school. 

7) You ________ (study) hard at university. 

8) They ________ (buy) the house in the country. 

 



Check your answers 
(klíč ke cvičením) 

 

Practice 1 

Liked,bought,went,worked,operated,played,had, visited. 

Practice 2 

Did + need,understand,go,prefer,sound,buy,study,like 

Practice 3 

Didn‘t + read,need,like,mind,work,play,study,buy 

 



Summary 
(shrnutí) 

1 Completed Action in the Past 

 I saw a movie yesterday. 

 

2 A Series of Completed Actions 

I finished work and walked to the beach. 

 

Simple Past Forms 

Most verbs conjugate by adding –ed. 

In negative forms and questions, "did" indicates Simple Past. 

I waited.            I didn‘t wait.               Did you wait? 

Irregular Verbs  

you only use the irregular verbs in statements.  

You had.             You didn't have.       Did you have? 
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