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English 
Grammar 

Purpose Clauses 

(účelové věty) 



How and when to use 
purpose clauses 

(jak a kdy používat účelové věty) 
 

1) Účelové věty  v angličtině odpovídají českým větám se 
spojkou aby (aby ne) 

2) Popisují účel proč nebo k čemu se daná věc používá 

3) Použití spojek se řídí podle toho, jestli je ve větě stejný 
(1) podmět nebo nestejný podmět (2..) 

 

 

 He went home yesterday in order to feed his hamster. 

 She used the sharp knife to cut  the onion. 

 He gave her his phone number so that she could phone 
him. 



How and when to use 
purpose clauses 

(jak a kdy používat účelové věty) 
 

1) For …… (ing)? What is it for? 

 What is this tool for? It is for knocking in nails. 

2) For + podstatné jméno 

 What does he need my camera for? He needs it for her work. 

3) (not) to + infinitive 

 He went to Louvre to see Mona Lisa. 

 Mary asked Tom to stop smoking. 

 Joe told Harry not to do that. 

 



How and when to use 
purpose clauses 

(jak a kdy používat účelové věty) 

so as (not) to, in order (not) to nebo (not) to + infinitive 
• se používá pro věty se stejným podmětem 

• v užití mezi nimi není žádný rozdíl   

  
 

 

 He is going to England  so as to learn English. 

 She opened the window in order to get fresh air in. 

 Mary took an umbrella so as not to get wet. 

 Joe gave me his money in order not to spend it on rubbish. 

 George promised to come at 6 p.m. 

 I must leave now not to meet him. 

Hlavní věta + so as  (not )to, in order (not)to, (not) to + inf. 



How and when to use 
purpose clauses 

(jak a kdy používat účelové věty) 

so that  

• nestejné podměty 

• záporné účelové věty,  

• slovesa  can, could 

 

 

 They were whispering so that I couldn't hear anything. 

 Speak more slowly so that we can understand you. 

 He gave her his handkerchief so that she could dry her 

eyes. 

 

 



Practice 1 
(Join into one sentence using in order to,to or so as to ) 
 

1) He opened the window. He wanted to let fresh air in.  

2) I took my camera. I wanted to take some photos. 

3) He studied really hard. He wanted to get better marks. 

4) Jason learns Chinese. His aim is to work in China. 

5) I’ve collected money. I will buy a new car. 

6) Many people left Ireland in 1960s.They wanted to find  jobs in 
the USA. 

7) She attends to a course. She wants to learn chess. 

8) Linda turned on the lights. She wanted to see better. 

9) I will come with you. I want to help you. 

10) We are going to cinema. We will watch a horror film.  

     



Practice 2 
Translate into Czech: 

 

1) He brought the toys so that the children could play with 
them. 

2) I am doing my homework now in order to have time for 
playing PC games. 

3) Put on the jumper  on not to fall ill. 

 

Translate into English: 

 

1) V Itálii budeme spát ve stanu, abychom moc neutratili. 

2) Použiju slovník, abych to správně přeložil (a). 

3) Nechám ten dopis tady, aby sis ho mohl(a)přečíst. 



Check your answers 
Practice 1 
1) He opened the window in order to(to,so as to) let fresh air in.  

2) I took my camera in order to(to,so as to)  take some photos. 

3) He studied really hard in order to(to,so as to) get better marks. 

4) Jason learns Chinese in order to(to,so as to) work in China. 

5) I’ve collected money in order to(to,so as to) buy a new car. 

6) Many people left Ireland in 1960s in order to(to,so as to) find  jobs 
in the USA. 

7) She attends to a course in order to(to,so as to) to learn chess. 

8) Linda turned on the lights in order to(to,so as to) to see better. 

9) I will come with you in order to(to,so as to) help you. 

10) We are going to cinema in order to(to,so as to) watch a horror 
film.  

     



Check your answers 
Practice 2 

1) Přinesl hračky, aby si děti mohly hrát. 

2) Dělám teď úlohu, abych měl čas na hraní 

počítačových her. 

3) Vezmi si svetr, abys neonemocněl. 

 

1) In Italy we are going to sleep in a tent in order not 

to (as not to, so that not to) spent a lot of money. 

2) I will use the dictionary to translate it correctly. 

3) I have left the letter here so that you can read it. 
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